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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to the duty of disclosure imposed by 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56 and in accordance with 
the provisions of 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97, 1.98 and the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure 609, 
Applicants bring to the attention of the Examiner the follovsdng information. The Examiner's 
independent and thorough review of this information is solicited. 

Attached hereto please find Form PTO-1449 citing references submitted for consideration 
by the Examiner. Copies of any cited foreign patents and non-patent Hterature documents are 
enclosed. The Examiner is requested to indicate consideration of each reference by initialing in 
the appropriate box for each reference, and returning an initialed copy with the next Official 
Action. Also enclosed is a copy of the European Search Report and Annex issued by the 
European Patent Office regarding a counterpart EP patent application. Note that English 
language counterpart publications have been cited in the attached PTO Form 1449 corresponding 
to all references cited in this Search Report. Under 37 C.F.R.§ 1.97(e)(1), I hereby certify that 
each item of information contained in this Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement was 
first cited in a communication fi-om a foreign patent office in a coimterpart foreign application not 
more than three (3) months prior to the filing of this Supplemental Information Disclosure 
Statement. 
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This Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement is filed pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.56 
to bring to the Examiner's attention those references which may be material to the Examiner for 
examination of this case. However, the citation of the above references in this Supplemental 
Information Disclosure Statement is not intended to constitute an admission that any patent or 
other reference referred to herein is "prior art" for this invention. In this regard, Applicants 
expressly reserve the right to contest that any of the references constitute "prior art." 

No fee is believed to be necessary for the consideration of this Supplemental Information 
Disclosure Statement. However, if any fee is required, please charge our Deposit Account No. 50- 
1 775 and notify us of the same. ^ 
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